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Tuesday March 3, 2015
10 am to 4 pm 
Interwork Institute 
6367 Alvarado Court Suite 350
San Diego, CA 92120

Room 169
Department of Rehabilitation 
721 Capitol Mall 
Sacramento, CA 95814

Committee Members:
In person:  
Gregory Mathes, Director, Grants & Foundations, Goodwill of Orange County
Ray Grott, Director RET Project, San Francisco State University
Lenore Presley, Deaf and Blind Community Representative
Jonn Parris Salb, Education Administrator, California Department of Education
Kim Cantrell, Program Manager, CFILC
Brian Winic, SSMI, DOR, Blind Field Services
Karen Crowe, SSMI, DOR San Jose District
Jennifer Walsh, Disability Consultant, San Francisco Area
Doug Sale, Workforce Investment Board
Karen Andersen, Member-At-Large
Debbie Drennan, AT Specialist, Parents Helping Parents

Phone:
Daniel Boomer, Special Education, California Department of Education

Guests:
None

Absent:
None

Excused:
None

Department of Rehabilitation Staff:
Jay Harris, Chief, Independent Living and Assistive Technology Section (ILATS)
Sheila Conlon-Mentkowski, Rehabilitation Administrator I, Specialist, ILATS
Robert McCarthy, Associate Governmental Program Analyst, Independent Living and Community Access Division (ILCAD)

Agenda Item 1: Welcome and Introductions
Chair Gregory Mathes opened the meeting at 10 am.  He had attendees introduce themselves and review the agenda.

Agenda Item 2: Meeting Summary Approval
Chair Mathes called for a motion to approve the meeting minutes from February 2015.

Motion:  Ray Grott moved and Doug Sale seconded that the prior meeting’s minutes be approved with identified typos to be corrected. The motion was passed unanimously.

Agenda Item 3: DOR Staff updates

Jay provided an overview of WIOA and changes occurring for administration of the IL programs and ILC administration.  Although WIOA is in effect, the rollout date of the new WIOA regulations is still unknown, but the next State Plan is due July 2016.

The new contract year for the AT Program begins July 2015.  Jay explained the difference between an RFA and an RFP.
 
The Traumatic Brain Injury Program’s RFA solicitation is underway and the DOR is in search of qualified evaluators so if committee members know of such individuals they could contact Sheila or Jay directly with any recommendations.

Agenda Item 4: CFILC Contractor Update

Kim Cantrell said that she worked with DOR on the RSA 664 report, which is the 3-year State Plan for AT covering FY 2015 to 2017.  She gave an update on CFILC’s website and feedback received, changes being discussed and planned for future development.

An overview of the CFILC AT Annual Report for 2013 was provided, including describing intended audience(s) and its utility as a tool. The 2014 report will include information on Ability Tools, formerly the AT Network.  The 2015 report will have additional information, referrals, marketing, and outreach data from ILCs, which is currently reported through CFILC’s website. Jay stated that DOR is implementing ILC reporting requirements that complements CFILC’s reporting activities.

CFILC is also collecting stories from people who are unable to fix their devices through MediCal.  Medicare has approved AT repair providers already in place.  Kim wants to identify the scope of the problem for consumers affected by this issue, adding that MediCal guidelines for AT are unclear and information sources are difficult to navigate.

Kim provided an overview of a Speech Generating Devices (SGD) pilot project which is a pilot project of the California Public Utilities Commission (CPUC).  SGD acts as a funding provider of last resort for consumers with speech impairments.  She will email ATAC with more information about this as it becomes available. 

Kim gave an update on the Freedom Tech Loan Program (AFP).  CFILC will act as the lender and work with National Cooperative Bank who will service the loans.

A number of trainings and webinars in partnership with CFILC will be available in spring of 2015.  CFILC is partnering with the California Agrability Program.

Item 5:  ATAC Charter, Bylaws, and ATAC member recruitment

Sheila led the members through the ATAC Bylaws and Charter.  It was noted that there were some typos and minor wording to amend.

Jonn Paris-Salb moved to approve the bylaws and Debbie Drennan seconded.  The motion was passed unanimously.

The Charter was also reviewed.  Minor amendments to the charter were identified and it was agreed upon that it should be an attachment to the bylaws since it was referenced in the bylaws.
 
Karen Crowe moved to approve the charter with identified changes and Doug Sale seconded.  The motion was passed unanimously.

The ATAC Chair noted member recruitment policy and officer terms still need to be revised. Sheila will work with Jonn Paris-Salb and Karen Crowe on this task.

Item 6 and 7: Member reports and Roundtable

Lenore Presley gave an overview of the National Deaf-Blind Equipment Distribution Program (NDBEDP) which is funded by the Federal Communications Commission (FCC).  It was a two year pilot program to distribute telecommunications equipment that deaf blind individuals can use to communicate on the telephone network.  The FCC is gathering information from the various programs to investigate making them permanent.  Lighthouse for the Blind (http://lighthouse-sf.org/) can be contacted for more information and to help spread the word to consumers before the program ends or to learn more about the NDBEDP National Outreach Campaign, visit www.iCanConnect.org  or call 1-800-825-4595.

Jonn Parris-Salb gave a report that in 2012, the United States members of the Braille Authority of North America (BANA) voted to adopt Unified English Braille (UEB) to replace English Braille American Edition in the U.S.  The Department of Credentialing Unified English Brailling (UEB) can update braille textbooks and state contractors will follow the UEB.  Jonn will email some literacy information to the ATAC listserv.

Debbie Drennan will be training staff at Disability Rights California (DRC) on AT tools in unserved areas.

Karen Crowe has been encouraging DOR new staff to attend the AT webinars and make sure AT is part of their basic training.

Ray Grott reported he attends an annual conference in Denver that provides AT training; more information can be found at www.resna.org

Gregory Mathes spoke of the range of AT available through ATEC and certified staff that provides evaluations. He noted that all Goodwills have recycling programs.

Brian Winic said that in his area, LA/South Bay, there is a large Hispanic population that lacks direct access to vendor services due to the language barrier. 

Jennifer Walsh spoke about her work with using technology to reduce isolation and have Augmentative and Alternative Communication (AAC) users be more connected to the community.  There is no program available for AAC users after high school.  Most people she works with use icons or pictures to communicate.  Jennifer said there is a need to advocate for Medicare to fund unlocked communication devices that use a tablet platform (e.g., iPad or Android) to allow the user to download icons for new vocabulary.  Right now, insurance companies purchase locked tablets (also known as a dedicated device) and users are unable to access the Internet or other apps.  Kim Cantrell said that there is a national dialogue to change the dedicated device rule so users can be provided tablets that are not locked. 

Doug Sale reported it is currently unclear what WIOA will change in the One-Stop infrastructure.  EDD would like to encourage co-location of partners, including DOR, in the One-Stops.  He stated that Cal JOBS (online) is supposed to be accessible.

Karen Andersen said she is on the Board of Goodwill.

Item 8:  Next Steps

· Gregory encouraged the members to help DOR recruit TBI evaluators for the upcoming TBI RFA soon to be released.
· DOR has to approve the ATAC Charter and Bylaws.
· There will be two more ATAC meetings this year, a teleconference call in June and an in-person meeting late summer or fall in Sacramento.
· Sheila will work with Jonn and Karen on the member terms and recruitment.

Adjourned at 3:30 pm
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