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Meeting Summary 
Thursday June 4, 2015, 2 to 4 pm

Meeting Locations:
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DOR Central Office
Conference Room169
721 Capitol Mall	1400
Sacramento, CA 95814
Main: 916-558-5800

Goodwill of Orange County
410 North Fairview Street
Santa Ana, CA 92703
Main: 714-547-6308

Department of Rehabilitation
6800 Owensworth Ave. STE 100
Canoga Park, CA 91303
Main: 818-596-4302

Parents Helping Parents
iTech Center
Sobrato Center for Nonprofits
Parkmoor Ave., STE 100
San Jose, CA 95126
Main:  408-727-5775

RET Project San Francisco State University
(Lab Space)
BH27 (Burke Hall)
San Francisco, CA 94132
Main: 818-596-4302


Main: 415-338-1333

Committee members:
Gregory Mathes, Director, Grants & Foundations, Goodwill of Orange County
Ray Grott, Director RET Project, San Francisco State University
Lenore Presley, Deaf and Blind Community Representative
Jonn Paris Salb, Education Administrator, California Department of Education
Kim Cantrell, Program Manager, CFILC
Brian Winic, SSMI, DOR, Blind Field Services
Jennifer Walsh, Disability Consultant, San Francisco area
Karen Andersen, Member at large
Debbie Drennan, AT Specialist, Parents Helping Parents

Excused:
Karen Crowe, SSMI, DOR

Absent:
Daniel Boomer, Special Education, California Department of Education
Doug Sale, Workforce Investment Board

Department of Rehabilitation staff:
Jay Harris, Chief, Independent Living and Assistive Technology Section (ILATS)
Sheila Conlon Mentkowski, Rehabilitation Administrator I, Specialist (ILATS)
Robert McCarthy, Associate Governmental Program Analyst, Independent Living and Community Access Division (ILCAD)



Agenda Item 1:  Welcome and Introductions
Chair Gregory Mathes opened the meeting at 2:00 pm.  He welcomed everyone and asked them to introduce themselves.  After introductions were completed, he reviewed the meeting agenda.

Agenda Item 2:  Meeting Summary Approval
Chair Mathes called for approval of the March 3, 2015 meeting minutes.  Jonn Paris-Salb made the motion and Lenore Presley seconded.  The motion to approve was passed unanimously.
 
Agenda Item 3:  Update on ATAC bylaws and Charter 
Jay provided an update on the ATAC bylaws and charter.  He stated they were under review by the Acting Deputy Director for Independent Living and Community Access Division, after which they will undergo review by Directorate.

Agenda Item 4:  Update on member terms and recruitment
Jonn Paris-Salb provided an update on the subcommittee work for membership terms and recruiting.  A plan to stagger committee terms in conjunction with the length of service is being developed to avoid losing too many experienced members at the same time.  A first draft is ready to be submitted for review.  Currently there are two open vacancies; one requires a designation from the Independent Living community and the other that does not require a designation.  The subcommittee would like to target under represented populations for recruitment.  Identified groups include: youth, veterans, aging, individuals from ethnic minorities, and persons from areas of California that are not currently well represented. .  It was also noted that one underrepresented group was someone from the Developmental Disability community.

Greg asked the workgroup if they might be willing to also screen the nominees or were additional volunteers or a shift of duties desirable.  

Action Item
It was suggested that when the recruitment and term staggering plan was approved and the identification of unrepresented populations was complete this screening nominees and terms should be added to the agenda for the next meeting in September.

Agenda Item 5:  Update from DOR
Jay provided an update on AT and IL business at the DOR.  There is a planned Summit with the SILC, CFILC, and ILC’s to discuss meaningful data collection that parallels AT Act requirements, identifies priority needs as well as service gaps. Part of the objective for the Summit is to better understand current AT needs and service delivery on a statewide basis that will facilitate improved program outcomes.  CFILC is tracking data in four areas: outreach, training, marketing, and information and referrals.

There are no WIOA regulations issued as yet by the  Administration for Community Living (ACL), but based on WIOA language, changes to IL business are expected to be minimal.

The TBI RFA had 13 applicants for 7 TBI grants; the bid process resulted in 4 prior contractors not receiving new grant funds.  Awarded contracts will begin July 1if there are no changes resulting from the appeals process.  Funds have decreased significantly because the source of money is the California Seatbelt Penalty Fund, which has been in decline as compliance with that law occurs.  It is anticipated that the trend will continue lower and that new funding sources needs to be identified.

The AT contract is in a noncompetitive bid process; the NCB has been submitted to the Department of General Services.  The goal is to extend the current contract one year, with the option to renew for two additional years.
 
Item 6:  Update on the Freedom Tech Loan Program
Kim asked to have a correction made to the March minutes because she was unable to be at the meeting when the vote to approve them occurred. The correction was made. 

CFILC is working with their attorneys and the National Cooperative Bank (NCB) to finalize details that permit CFILC to act as a lender for consumers who need help financing the purchase of assistive technology or modifications.  The question is without becoming a licensed lending institution, who will service the loans.  Terms are being worked out and an online application is being developed that should provide easy access to applicants to  initiate an application for loans and also facilitate statewideness.  CFILC also is working on a strategy to become licensed as an authorized lender to make loans for the DOR’s Loan Guarantee Program because there is no interest in administering this program from traditional financial institutions.  California Finance Lenders Law limits charitable organizations to 35 loans or less annually.  Kim hopes the Freedom Loan Program will be functional in the fall of 2015 and will send an email out via the ATAC listserve when it is active.

Item 7:  State Price Schedule
Ralph Black gave an update on the State Price Schedule (SPS).  There are 55 vendors currently registered and 3900 products listed on the website, which is still undergoing updates by Department of General Services (DGS), but is more user-friendly. Vendor lists have been updated and validated, including authorizations to sell listed products.  Consumers and counselors can search products by category, vendor, and geographically by county.  California Department of Human Resources (CalHr) and the State Personnel Board (SPB) are working on a project to investigate issues for employing persons with disabilities.  Standardization of the Reasonable Accommodation (RA) policy for state agencies is an objective and would include SPS vendors and the Blind Field Services (BFS) group. Ralph anticipates future impact to the SPS as a result of this initiative.  Development of guidelines, FAQ’s, expanded trainings, and templates for counselors to use are part of this plan.

Item 8:  Public Comment
There was no public comment.

Kim Cantrell did comment that Medicare proposed coverage for AT will be coming out shortly and will be posted by the AT network.

Item 9: Other Business
None.

Item 10: Next meeting date, action items, and adjourn
The next ATAC meeting date is Wednesday, September 30, 2015 in DOR’s Conference Room 169, Sacramento, CA from 10 am to 4 pm.  
Action items are:
· Subcommittee on member terms, member recruitment,  and applications to meet prior to the fall meeting and report to the full committee
· WIOA presentation by Irene Walela
· Update on PROMISE from Sylvia Hoggatt
· Update on State Price Schedule if any by then 
· Update on searching for potential member for ATAC from the State Developmental Disability Council
· Approval of Bylaws
· Approval of Charter

The Meeting adjourned at 4 pm.  
